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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure imposed by 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and in accordance with 
the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .97, 1 .98 and the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure 609, 
Applicants bring to the attention of the Examiner the following information. The Examiner's 
independent and thorough review of this information is solicited. 

Attached hereto please find Form PTO-1449 listing the cited references. Copies of the 
cited references are also enclosed. The Examiner is requested to indicate consideration of each 
reference by initialing in the appropriate box for each reference, and returning an initialed copy 
with the next Official Action. 

This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is filed pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 
to bring to the Examiner's attention those references which may be material to the Examiner for 
examination of this case. However, the citation of the above references in this Supplemental 
Information Disclosure Statement is not intended to constitute an admission that any patent or 
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other reference referred to herein is "prior art" for this invention. In this regard, Applicants 
expressly reserve the right to contest that any of the references constitute "prior art." 

No fee is believed to be necessary for the consideration of this Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement since it is being filed before the receipt of an Office Action on the merits. In 
case the papers cross in the mail, it is requested that consideration of this Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement be given under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 (c)(2). If any fee is required, please charge 
our Deposit Account No. 50-1775 and notify us of the same. 
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Copy of European Search Report EP 1422575 Al issued on March 15, 2004. 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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